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CTP Background




What is a CTP?

_ong-range, multi-modal plan

_ong-term vision for the local transportation network

Required by and mutually adopted by NCDOT

V4
4 Jool=)
‘




What is a CTP?

CTP - Comprehensive Transportation Plan
MTP - Metropolitan Transportation Plan

TIP - Transportation Improvement Program

MPO - Metropolitan Planning Organization [_I H

O

OOOOO

1Tk

4 ot
=

o
o

I(

CTP MTP TP

« Non-fiscally constrained Required by FHWA MPOQO’s short-term

- Required by NCDOT « Fiscally constrained programming document

- Starting point for identifying and - |dentifies (includes schedule and
documenting transportation needs transportation projects funding source)

- Framework for selecting future prioritized for funding « Updated and approved
transportation projects over next 20+ years by MPO every 2 years

« Minor updates as needed; - Updated every 4 years « Incorporated into the
full update ~every 10 years by by MPO state TIP

county, MPO, or NCDOT
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Why Develop a CTP?

|dentify existing and future transportation needs

First step in the NCDOT project delivery process

Projects must be reflected in the CTP before County can submit them for

future funding available through NCDOT and GCLMPO

NCDOT refers to CTP when implementing its Complete Streets Policy

NCDOT PROJECT DELIVERY PROCESS
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CTP Process




CTP Process

5 High Level Steps

Adopt Plan

Develop
Final Plan

Analyze
Alternatives

Needs
Assessment

Develop
CTP Vision
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Step 1 - Develop CTP Vision

Vision Statement

Gaston County envisions a multimodal transportation network
that seamlessly moves people and goods, connecting users to
economic and social opportunities while ensuring safety,
reliability, accessibility, and environmental preservation.

County Intentionally Aligned with GCLMPO 2055 MTP Goals
and Objectives

* Consistency between plans and counties
* Minimizes confusion for public

* Supports federally-required planning factors
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&ﬁ- Step 2 - Conduct Needs Assessment

|dentitfied Needs and Deticiencies by Mode
Created Needs List by Mode
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Step 3 - Analyze Alternatives

Developed and Evaluated

Variabl Alt1 | Alt2
Solutions to Meet |dentified --

Needs Safety
Conducted Environmental Traffic Operations
Screening to |dent”cy POtentiGl Natural Environment Impacts

Environmental Impacts

Human Environment Impacts

Selected Preferred Alternative
for Inclusion in Plan

Alignment with Vision
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Stakeholder Input

O Poor Q Fair O Good 0 Better . Best
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() Step 4 - Developed Final Plan

Main Document
Appendix

Maps

Project

Project Sheets

Chartotte

Recommendations List

HIGHWAY
RECOMMENDATIONS

Proposals that address identified noeds through 2055

fwuum‘“"

F
8

! oS

GASTON COUNTY

Comprehensive Transportation Plan
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WORKING COPY
Plan Date: Aprll 02, 2026

GASTON COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE TRANSPORTATION PLAN

April 2026

Gaston County
Highway Recommendations

1-85, 1-5719A:
From US 321 to NC 7| 6.19 miles
Widen to eight lanes.

1-85, |-6719B:
From NC 7 to NC 273 | 3.63 miles
Widen to eight lanes.

US 29/74, U-6043:
From Cox Rd (SR 2200) to 400 ft E of Lineberger Rd | 1.22 miles

Widen the eastbound travel lanes on US 29/74 from east of Cox Rd (SR 2200)/Armstrong Park Rd to
400 feet east of Lineberger Rd from two to three lanes and add a sidewalk on the south side.

US 29/74, U-6146:
From Market St fo Alberta Ave (SR 2015) | 1.23 miles

Widen to six lanes, replace Bridge 350082 over the South Fork of the Catawba River, and add a
multiuse path on the north side and a sidewalk on the south side.

NC 274, U-5961:
From Osceola St to Niblick Dr | 1.0 miles
Redesign to a four-lane boulevard with sidewalk and multiuse path.

NC 279, U-5821:
From Titman Rd (SR 2478) to Union New Hope Rd (SR 2435) | 3.78 miles
Widen to a four-lane divided facility with multiuse paths.

NC 279, U-2523B:
From Robinson Clemmer Rd (SR 2275) fo N Gaston St (SR 2278) | 1.92 miles
Widen to multi-lanes with sidewalks and improve the intersection of NC 278 and NC 275,

- - - T - O - - O - -

Highway Class ss Management [l Modemization Safety, etc) @ Bridge/intersection

HIGHWAY RECOMMENDATIONS PAGE 1

5
From U5321to NC7

Identified Need

1-85 is projected to be overcapacity
by 2055. It is the main east-west
corrider in Gaston County and is vital
to moving people and goods
between Alabama and Virginia.
Improvements are needed to relieve
congestion and accommodate
projected traffic and truck traffic
volumes.

LLowell

Recommendation
Widen to eight lanes.
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Proposal At A Glance Proposal Data: 2023 Base Year 2055 Future Year

Highway Class Congestion &

Mobility
Facility Type Freeway Facility Type Freaway Fresway Freeway
Travel Lanes 3 [ ]
Typical Section 08B
3 Volume (vpd) 95500-135000 56200-162100 73500-58500

Section Options - Capaity {vpd) 77400-82200 77400-82200 125200

Length {miles) 6.20

Existing ROW 130-145

(feet]

Safety Risk Score 83

Facility will be Approaching 2023
Capacity (»80%)
Facility will be Over Capocity 2023
(>=100%)
Project Sheets 0410212026




g Step 5 - Adopt Plan

GCLMPO - May

NCDOT - After

County adopts Land
Use Plan
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Stakeholder and Public

Engagement




Project Websi
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Stakeholder Engagement

30+ Member Stakeholder
Committee

* Four (4) meetings
* Local government representation

* Public Health, Emergency
Management, Schools, Economic
development

Stakeholder Interviews

e Go Gastonia
* Bike Ped Advisory Committee
e Parks and Recreation
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Public Engagement

Round |

* Focused on identifying
transportation needs, desires,
and concerns

* Public Engagement Survey

e Getto Know Gaston Event

Round 2

e Feedback on draft
recommendations

* Public Engagement Survey

* In-Person Joint Meeting with
Envision Gaston 2050

Comprehensive Plan

RSsH



Round 1

436 survey responses from Gaston
County residents / employees

Interactive maps online and at in-
person event

* Allowed users to place markers where
they had transportation concerns

Takeaways

* Strong support for road and intersection
improvements

* Desire for more local and regional
transit, including passenger rail

* Need for more sidewalks and off-road
bike facilities
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Summary available on project website


Round 2

1.465 comments and votes

|nterOCt|V6 Ma pS On||ne Ond Ot Highway Recommendations Map
In-person event

e Allowed usersto comment and
vote on the draft recommendations

Key Takeaways

* General support for most projects

* Desire for congestion relief

* Strong support for bike/ped safety
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Mention use of Social Pinpoint
FAQ Doc and summary available on project website


CTP Recommendations




way Recommendations Map

Lincslntan ; " Pt HlGHWAY
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Proposals that address identified needs through 2055
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
97 highway projects (road segments and intersections)



®  Public Transportation and R ecommendations

Map

comeius PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
AND RAIL RECOMMENDATIONS

Proposals that address identified needs through 2055
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
6 public transportation projects – mostly in Belmont – trolley and three park and rides
Two HCT projects from CONNECT Beyond


Bicycle and Pedestrian Recommendations Map

Lincolnton

BICYCLE / PEDESTRIAN
i RECOMMENDATIONS

Proposals that address identified needs through 2055
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
306 bike and ped projects



Project Recommendations List

GASTON COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE TRANSPORTATION PLAN April 2026 GASTON COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE TRANSPORTATION FLAN April 2026 GASTON COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE TRANSPORTATION PLAN April 2026

L @& Gaston County gﬁ Gaston County
—

Gaston County oﬁ) ﬂ“ . . .
Bicycle and Pedestrian Recommendations i i i
Highway Recommendations y Public Transportation and Rail

Delview Rd (SR 1651): Recommendations
1-85, 1-5719A: From NG 150 to Black Rock School Rd (SR 1638) | 1.5 miles . . . .
From US 321 to NC 7 | 6. 19 miles Add sidewalk 1o connect residential areas 1o commercial uses on NC 150. US 74 West High Capacity Transit Corridor:
Widen to eight lanes. . From Beimant fo Kings Mountain | 15.49 milez
Black R_GCk School Rd (SR 1_538:" i This is a proposed High-Capacity Transit Corridor in CONNECT Beyond. The corridor is shown as
From Delview Rd (SR 1651) to Chemyville city imif | 0.43 miles Proposad Commuter Bus, but could be light rail, bus rapid transit, express bus, or commuter rail.
Add sidewalk o improve sidewalk connactions betwean residential areas and Downlown Future studies are neaded.
1-85, 1-5719B: Cherryville.
From NC 7 fo NC 273 | 3.63 milez
Widen to eight lanes. NC 16 Northwest High Capacity Transit Corridor:
* NC150: From Uptown Charotte to Lowssville | 4.18 miles
From Gleveland Gounty line to NG 274 | 2.03 miles This is a proposed High-Capacity Transit Corridor in CONNECT Beyond. The corridor is shown as
US 29/74, U-6043: Add a center tumn lane, widen to 12-foot lanes, and add sidewalks. Proposed Commuter Bus, but could be light rail, bus rapid transit, express bus, or commuter rail.

From Cox Rd (SR 2200) fo 400 f E of Lineberger Rd' | 1.22 miles Future studies are neadad.

Widen the eastoound travel lanes on US 29/74 from east of Cox Rd (SR 2200)/Armstrong Park Rd to

400 faet sast of Linabergar Rd fram two to three lanes and add a sidewalk on tha south sida. NC 274:

From S Pink St (SR 1428) fo Ridge Ave | 1.6 miles

Add bicycle lanes and fill sidewalk gaps on both sides, improving north-south connectivity in
Chearryville.

Belmont Park and Ride:
Walmart, 701 Hawley Ave | 0.0 miles
US 29/74, U-6146: This Park and Fide lo! replaces the existing Park and Ride at Abbey Plaza.
From Market 5t fo Alberta Ave (SR 2015) | 1.23 miles

Widen 1o six lanes, replace Bridge 350082 over the South Fork of the Catawba River, and add a
multise path on the north side and a sidewalk on the south side. Belmont Trolley:

From Belmont Abbey College fo Downtown Belmont | 0.17 miles

The: Balmaont Trolley runs paralial to the Balmaont Rail Trail, shuttling commuters, residents, and
wvisitors betwean Belmont Abbey College and Downtown Balmont.

N Pink St/ S Pink St:
From NG 274 to NC 274 | 1.68 miles

Add sidewalks to connect Downtown Chernyville 10 residantial areas, Cherryville Senior High

NC 274, U-5961: School, and Cherryville City Park.

From Oscecla St to Niblick Dr | 1.0 miles

Redesign to a four-lane boulevard with sidewalk and multiuse path.
Belmont Park and Ride - McAdenville Rd:

Main StMcAdenville Rd | 0.0 miles

Praposad Park and Ride along CATS B5X route and proposed Balmont Trolley.

NC 150:

From N Pink St to Bud Black Rd (SR 1002) | 2.72 miles

Add sidewalks on both sides, filing gaps and improving sidewalk connections between
residencas, shopping, fast-food restaurants, and Cherryville High School spors stadiums.

NC 279, U-5821:
From Titman Rd {SR 2478) fo Union New Hope Rd (SR 2435) | 3.78 miles
Widen o a four-lane divided facility with multivse paths.

Belmont Park and Ride - Trolley Car Barn:
Terminusz of Proposed Belmont Trolley | 0.0 miles:
Proposad Park and Ride as a central destination and downtown hub.

Cherryville Connector:
From Downfown Chemyville fo the Lincodn Coundy Line | 4.4 miles
Add a muliuse path to connect Downtown Cherryville and Lincoln County.

NC 279, U-2523B:
From Robinzon Clemmer Rd (SR 2275) fo N Gasfon 5f (SR 2278) | 1.92 miles
Widen to multiHanes with sidewalks and improve the intersection of NC 273 and NC 275.

H

Publk Trans/Ral 355 - Urban Bus Cormidor Reglonal Bus Comidor . Rural Bus Cormidor . Flxed Guideway
B amirawrreignt Rose B Park ana Rice or mutmodal B AmtrasiLignt Rail Station or Intermodal Terminal
% Denates Highway Incidental

Blke/Ped Class: icycie M pegesman M Bm=anared M mubuse Path @ BikePed Bridge
% Denotas Highway Inckental

sigway Class: M congeston M Access management M Modgemization Other (Satety, etc.) @ Bndgeintersecion

BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN PAGE 168
RECOMMENDATIONS

HIGHWAY RECOMMENDATIONS PAGE 1 PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION AND RAIL PAGE 14

RECOMMENDATIONS
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Project Sheets

Gaston County CTP 155 Gaston County CTP
1 sind ol 7 " Iwictsection opons: TYPICAL SECTION No. 8B
From US 321 to N " 7 Mone
I wq y L Rotdrens e o ? P 8 LANE DIVIDED (27 MEDIAM WITH JERSEY BARRIER)
JZ1 : P 2 WITH PAVED SHOULDERS

Projects
* STIP Projects
* Widening

Identified Need

I-85 is projected to be overcapacity
by 2055. It is the main east-west
corrider in Gaston County and is vital
to moving people and goods
between Alabama and Virginia.
Improvements are needed to relieve
congestion and accommodate
projected traffic and truck traffic
volumes.

Recommendation

AT

Y W OF WY

FRARTER RFEEDR Af- 7 MPH

Project History and Linkage to Other Plans

P r O 1 e C t S iden ta sight [2nes Gastonia ;rggﬂolecl SRR %f the 2026-2035 STIP. R_lgh‘l-zf_—wav ?:Er':ea?te?.gdbri;ges along this facility that are
et . B R A e acquisition and construction are anticipated in - R .
J (2] e & EE gy 2029. The project is listed in the 2055 GCLMPO MTP with Eﬁgﬁo;;;glggmﬁ:ﬁ:ﬂg;gfg;}o&a}irau:gg#esggiggsa,
= i i : a Horizon Year of 2035. -85 is classified as a NCDOT Bridge #350133 Bridge #350134 Iiridge #350136,
o e T s Stategic Transportation Corridor (STC) and the entire  pajrooq #3c0138, and Bridge #350142. Functionally
. Cangestion | Mabdity o - Fierchange o o = route is fedemllllp designated as part of the National obsolete bridges ére bridges that were built with
] e W O C O t I O n Accass WGnagemia I Oparalions. ] e mmew Bvidge f Overpans o o ") Multimodal Freight Network. different standards than those used today.
Madamization 0 s Irdarze ction [:] £ A o T
P r O 1 e C t S ahér _}':ﬁm% County CTP | blish Average truck traffic along this recommendation is
e aim of the Gaston Coun is to establish a i i
J Proposal At A Glance Proposal Data: 2023 Base Year 2055 Future Year multimodal transportation nt:twork that seamlessly LT T LB S I e
Highway Class Congestion & moves people and goods, CONNECTING USErs 10 eCONOMIC  Resiliency
Mability and so_cbifll! onpogm nities while elnsuring safety, reliability, The NCDOT RIP identified the road segment as moderate
acity Type — Facility Type e e Freeway accessibility, and environmental preservation. g,;lorcg:qmri high pnol;t\r cuh,ens_ Te SEgll'nentﬂlirosses
s sact Travel s ; ; : Public Engagement segment have an estimated 50 years between flood
Typical Section 08B
section Options valume fypd) 550 135000 — A0 S During the public engagement process, a survey was events with a potential flood depth of 0.1-1.6 feet.
'?" Capacity (wpd) T7400-B2200 77400-82200 125800 released to receive feedback on each project. This
Length miles) 6.20 proposal was rated by 13 participants. 100% of
Existing ROW 130-145 participants agreed with this proposal. 1 comment was
(feet) left on this project.
safety Risk Score -]
Relationship to Land Use
This project lies within the municipal boundaries of
Gastonia and Lowell. The corridor contains a mix of
undeveloped, institutional, single-family residential,
multi-family residential, commercial, and industrial uses.
ility wrill b chi Crash Data
Faci "g will & E""”:D";“ ing 2023 Between January 2019 and December 2023, there were
apacity (~50%) over 2,589 crashes on the segments containing this
Facility will be Over Capacity 2023 recommendation. There were 16 fatal or severe injury
[==100%) crashes, 472 moderate or minor injury crashes, and
2,101 property damage only crashes.
Project Shests 34022035 Project Sheets 04/02/2026
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CTP Contact Information

GASTON CTP Contact Other CTP Contacts

Juan G. Garcia NCDOT TPD GCLMPO

Juan.Garcia@gastongov.com

(704) 866-3770 Roger Castillo Tori Dellinger
ricastillo@ncdot.gov Tori.Dellinger@gastonianc.gov

Erin Musiol (919) 707-0942 (704) 854-6631

Erin.Musiol@rsandh.com

(704) 940-4704 Emily Stupka

elstuoko@ncdot gov
(9]9) /07-0985

GASTON-CLEVELAND-LINCOLN

rssh 3 We

GASTON COUNTY Metropolitan Pla
NORTH CAROLINA
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