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Moving Gaston County Forward

Comprehensive  
Transportation Plan (CTP)
»	 Starting point for identifying and 

documenting transportation needs 
over the next 25+ years

»	 Long-term vision for all modes of 
the transportation network

»	 Needs-based plan not limited by 
available funding

»	 Required and mutually adopted  
by NCDOT

»	 Full update every ~10 years;  
minor updates as needed

Metropolitan  
Transportation Plan (MTP)
»	 Prioritizes projects for funding 

over next 20+ years
»	 Plan must be fiscally constrained 

- funding availability must be 
confirmed for all projects

»	 Federally required
»	 Updated every 4 years

Transportation  
Improvement Program (TIP)
»	 MPO’s short-term programming 

document for next 10 years
»	 Includes schedule and funding 

source for every project
»	 Incorporated directly into the 

state TIP (STIP)
»	 Updated every 2 years
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